CHAPTER II
INDIA IN LEGEND AND HISTORY

IT has well been said, that as a man cannot get away from
his shadow, so a country cannot get away from its history.
Even the modern super-progressive West is inseparably
wedded to its past, perhaps most so when it leasts suspects it.
In India, however;' this anchoring is quite inexorable, and
it is impossible to follow any of the problems of India or
understand and sympathize with her religions, and marvel
at her disabilities, without a bowing acquaintance with the
historical outline whether as a visitor or a sojourncr.

The controversy of the untouchables is as deeply mixed
up with the last five thousand years as any of the problems
of India. The unbridgeable rift between Muhammadan and
Hindu is but the survival of a thousand years. The dissen-
sions of Hinduism itself were old when Christ was born into
the world, and some of its Princes trace their descent and
the privileges which they are in no wise prepared to relin-
quish, to happenings of long before Caesar crossed the
Channel, or even Xenophon marched to the sea.

That being so, a brief outline is given here as a fit and
proper or indeed the only gambit with which a book which
aims at showing the India of to-day, the Living India of the
fields, the jungles and the bazaars to the anxious but sym-
pathetic eyes of the West, may open,

THE COMING OF THE ARYAN

The known history of India is one of the most astounding
stories, and told in detail would fill innumerable complex
volumes. Yet India's history of precision, and that only
occasional, probably dates from the writing of the Alex-
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